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agrarian movement took them unawares. They
were unable to realize that between the South of
1890 and another, older South, there was a great
gap. They could not Interpret the half-coherent
speech of the small fanner, who had come to feel
that lie had been wronged and struck out blindly at
those whom he had previously trusted. New and
unknown men appeared in Washington to take the
place of men whose character, ability, and length
of service had made them national figures. The
governorship of the States went to men whose
chief qualifications seemed to be prominence in the
affairs of the Alliance or else bitter tongues.

Though the Populists, for the most part, re-
turned to the Democratic party, and the suffrage
amendments, which will be mentioned present-
ly, made the possibility of Republican success ex-
tremely remote, the *' old guard' * has never regained
its former position* In all the Southern States
party control has been for years in the hands of the
common man. The men he chooses to office* are
those who understand his psychology and can
speak his language. Real primary elections were
common in the South years before they were in-
troduced elsewhere, and the man who is the choice
of the Majority in the Democratic primary wins.